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Determining the needs of society with foresight, Sojitz has developed numerous businesses and 
striven to solve any social issues of the times by providing necessary functions.
In the past and in the future, Sojitz will continue to contribute to society through business.

The Path of Sojitz’s Value Creation
A History of Value Creation

In a Japan reopened to world trade, 
amidst efforts to diversify their businesses, 
Sojitz’s predecessors–Japan Cotton 
Trading Co�, Ltd�, Iwai & Co�, Ltd�, and 
Suzuki & Co�, Ltd�–established their own 
manufacturing companies in addition to 
trading, and expanded their operations� 
They drove modernization in Japan as 
leading companies in each industrial sector�

The History of Sojitz
Nichimen Corporation

Iwai Sangyo Co., Ltd.

Suzuki & Co., Ltd./Nissho Co., Ltd.

Japan Cotton Trading Co., Ltd. 
established

Iwai Bunsuke 
Shoten founded

Suzuki & Co., Ltd. founded

Nissho Co., Ltd. 
established as 
successor company 
of Suzuki & Co.

Nissho Iwai Corporation 
established through a merger 
between Nissho Co. and Iwai 
Sangyo Co.

New Business Plan Announced
Nichimen Corporation and Nissho Iwai 
Corporation, both wholly owned 
subsidiaries of Nissho Iwai-Nichimen 
Holdings Corporation, merged to form a 
new company named Sojitz Corporation. 
Nissho Iwai-Nichimen Holdings 
Corporation name changed to Sojitz 
Holdings Corporation.

Nissho Iwai-Nichimen 
Holdings Corporation 
established through the 
transfer of shares by 
Nichimen Corporation and 
Nissho Iwai Corporation. 
(Nichimen Corporation and  
Nissho Iwai Corporation included 
in Nissho Iwai-Nichimen Holdings 
Corporation’s scope of 
consolidation as wholly  
owned subsidiaries.)

Sojitz Holdings 
Corporation 
merged with 
subsidiary Sojitz 
Corporation and 
company name 
changed to 
Sojitz 
Corporation

Suzuki & Co. went bankrupt

Became top Japanese 
general trading company 
in annual import and 
export volume 
(Net sales in 1919 equivalent 
to 10% of Japan’s GNP at  
the time)

Iwai & Co., Ltd. 
established

Company name changed to 
Iwai Sangyo Co., Ltd.

Company name 
changed to 
Nichimen Co., Ltd.

Company name 
changed to 
Nichimen 
Corporation

After World War II, Nichimen Co�, Ltd� 
took on the responsibility of transporting 
food rations given out by GHQ, Nissho 
Co�, Ltd� exported ships from Japan, 
and Iwai Sangyo Co�, Ltd� imported iron 
ore from Brazil� Through these activities, 
they contributed significantly to the 
postwar reconstruction of society�

During Japan’s period of rapid economic 
growth, ensuring resources and energy 
was a critical issue for all of society� In 
1973, when liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
was not yet commonplace, Nissho Iwai 
Corporation assembled Japan’s largest 
project for importing LNG, playing a part 
in the creation of national policy�
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Contributing to the Development of Emerging Countries

Dramatic growth in emerging countries means that the demand for construction of infrastructure and more sophisticated lifestyles 
and services is continuing to increase� Sojitz has leveraged its foresight and knowledge, cultivated through trading and urban 
development, and is contributing to the development of emerging countries by addressing issues with solutions that suit the level of 
social maturity of the region or country� 

Manufacturing and selling compound 
chemical fertilizer developed in the Philippines

Palau International Airport (concept image 
of completed airport)

Construction work on a dedicated freight 
railway from Delhi to Mumbai

Supporting the Global Operations of Japanese Companies

As globalization progresses, Sojitz is supporting the overseas expansion of Japanese companies by leveraging its extensive 
business expertise and knowledge, created through its network of customers and suppliers, and links with local communities� Sojitz 
offers widespread support for the global development of technology and products created in Japan through expanding sales and 
constructing new supply chains�

Developing the industrial park business  
in Vietnam

Semiconductor mounting machines 
sales business

Developing the automobile dealership 
business in Russia

On the world stage, Sojitz is creating a sustainable society and proposing strategies for solutions to current issues� Based on this 
mission, the Company is determining the needs of our age, and quickly constructing value chains that accurately grasp 
opportunities and risks� Sojitz will continue to provide new solutions for international society�

Determining the Needs of a New Age and Providing Solutions

Solar Power Plant in Rokkasho-mura, 
Kamikita-gun, Aomori Prefecture

Manufacturing metal products with a 3D printerBusiness jet operations

Who We Are
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